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Background 
PRESSURE 10-2019 considered action RL14 - landfills or dumpsites which may eventually pose a risk to the 
marine environment and recommended the following concrete steps to accomplish the action (Outcome of 
PRESSURE 10-2019, para. 3.35-3.38): 

- countries to supply additional information on the landfills by responding to the questionnaire by 30 
May 2019; 

- Estonia to provide technical requirements for the specific section of the HELCOM Map and Data 
Service, based on the analysis of the questionnaire, to visualize the region-wide map of landfills and 
dumpsites; and  

- the Secretariat to investigate technical possibilities to integrate such section to the HELCOM Map 
and Data Service. 

The questionnaire on landfills was responded by Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and 
Sweden in 2016. Countries did not provide any additional information in 2019. The information provided is 
summarized in Attachment 1 to this document (separate excel file 3-2-Att.). The compilation of the reported 
data illustrates diversity of the received replies. Some countries provided general descriptions while others 
reported individual landfills. Even in cases when individual landfills were reported coordinates of some sites 
were missing or reported in unrecognized format. Thus, information on coordinates compiled by the 
questionnaire will only allow the visualization of a small part of the reported data, so the additional data is 
required to accomplish the development of a spatial data layer. 

WGS 84 decimal degrees coordinate system is used for HELCOM Map & Data service (e.g. 60.2560, 25.2770). 

Countries are invited to provide missing landfills coordinates in WGS 84 decimal degrees in the proposed 
format. 

In accordance with the decision of PRESSURE 10-2019 the following attributes for a spatial data layer on 
landfills are proposed for inclusion to the HELCOM Map and Data Service: 

- Name of the landfill 
- Geographical coordinates  
- Total landfill area (hectares)  
- Landfilling area (hectares) 
- Available capacity for landfilling (% of the total capacity of the landfilling area) 
- Status of the landfill (operational; closed for landfilling; closed for landfilling but not covered yet) 
- Type of the landfill (non-hazardous waste; hazardous waste; inert waste) 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2010-2019-549/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2010-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2010-2019-549/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2010-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2011-2019-628/MeetingDocuments/3-2-Att.%20Follow%20up%20on%20action%20RL14%20on%20landfills%20or%20dumpsites%20which%20may%20eventually%20pose%20a%20risk%20to%20the%20marine%20environment.xlsx?Web=1
https://epsg.io/4326


PRESSURE 11-2019, 3-2 
 

 

 

Page 2 of 2 
 

- Main waste flows landfilled (municipal waste; industrial waste from certain industry - describe; etc) 
- Are there any complains, observations or monitoring results, that the Landfill contribute for the flying 

litter? 
- Which measures are taken to avoid/minimize littering capacity of the Landfill? 
- Please evaluate, does the landfill have actual potential to provide litter to the Baltic Sea or in other 

waterbodies connected to the Baltic Sea? 
- Are there other waterbodies within a 2 km radius of the landfill (dich, stream, river, pond, lake) and 

is the water quality controlled?  

The HELCOM Map and Data Service contains a section dedicated to project results where, among others, 
there is information from the BALTHAZAR project 2009-2012 – “Towards enhanced protection of the Baltic 
Sea from main land-based threats: reducing agricultural nutrient loading and the risk of hazardous wastes”. 
The information is displayed in two data layers, one on landfills (metadata) and another one on landfills 
screening results (metadata), containing information on six landfills selected for study in the Leningrad 
region: 

- Landfill 'Ust-Tosna' 
- Dumping area "Primorskaya" 
- MSW landfill "Novoselki" 
- MSW landfill "Volkhonka" 
- Industrial waste landfill in Gatchina town 
- MSW landfill in Gatchina town 

Action requested 
The Meeting will be invited to: 

- consider current status of the implementation of the recommended steps; 
- discuss and agree on how to proceed with available information on six landfills selected for study in 

the Leningrad region as part of the BALTHAZAR project; and  
- conclude on accomplishment of the action once the decisions made by the Meeting are 

implemented. 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/completed-projects/balthazar/
http://maps.helcom.fi/website/mapservice/?datasetID=4fba5bd7-8f9b-4408-ad31-1f5762e6ad6a
http://metadata.helcom.fi/geonetwork/srv/eng/catalog.search#/metadata/4fba5bd7-8f9b-4408-ad31-1f5762e6ad6a
http://maps.helcom.fi/website/mapservice/?datasetID=18e7b5ef-010b-4657-83e6-98e2fba974d6
http://maps.helcom.fi/website/mapservice/?datasetID=18e7b5ef-010b-4657-83e6-98e2fba974d6
http://metadata.helcom.fi/geonetwork/srv/eng/catalog.search#/metadata/18e7b5ef-010b-4657-83e6-98e2fba974d6
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